MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF YATE STATION HELD ON 7 JUNE 2010 FROM 7.30PM TO 9.00PM AT POOLE COURT.

PRESENT:
Councillors Arthur Adams, Ian Blair, Wully Perks, Mike Robbins and Sue Walker (Chair) - Yate Town Council. 


Abdul Choudhury and Councillor Claire Young - South Gloucestershire Council.


Linda Swainger and Nigel James - First Great Western.


Keith Walton – Severnside Community Rail Partnership.


Eve Carey, Roy Carey and Martin Gosney – Yate Station Users. 

Senior Administrative Officer - Yate Town Council.

1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

All those present were welcomed to the meeting and introductions took place.  

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dave Evan-Jones and Sue Evan-Jones.

3.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

Wully Perks
Retired railway employee and in receipt of a rail pension.

Claire Young
South Gloucestershire Council.

Sue Walker
South Gloucestershire Council.

4.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF YATE STATION HELD ON 22 FEBRUARY 2010

RESOLVED
The minutes of the meeting of the Friends of Yate Station held on 22 February 2010 be agreed as a true and accurate record.

(a)
Minute No. 9b
Environmental Improvements

It was NOTED that Abdul Choudhury has liaised with Sarah Collins from the Severnside Community Rail Partnership over the proposed environmental improvements at Yate Station, but would not be managing or overseeing the project.

(b)
Minute No. 5

Transport for Greater Bristol Alliance

Martin Gosney advised that he was unable to attend the Transport for Greater Bristol Alliance meeting held on 3 March 2010 due to personal reasons and that minutes of the meeting have not yet been published.

(c)
Minute No. 8

Publicising the Friends of Yate Station

Martin Gosney reported that he had set up a Yate station user’s blog at http://yateuser.blogspot.com/ where members of the public are invited to add comments and raise issues.  It was NOTED that the new blog was featured in the April newsletter, 200 copies of which were handed out to passengers at Yate station.

RESOLVED:-

· Yate Town Council to produce a poster advertising the blog for permanent display on the community noticeboard at Yate station.

· Councillor Claire Young to publish a comment on the blog to test that it is working satisfactorily.

5.
UPDATES

(a)
Overcrowding on Trains

The meeting was advised that funding to provide additional rail carriages has been withdrawn and as a result there are no plans to increase or extend services at the current time.

A Yate station user commented that it may be possible in the future to use the Westerleigh sidings to bring in passengers from Westerleigh, Pucklechurch and Shortwood.

(b)
Fare Evasion and Ticket Machine

The following information was reported:-

· a penalty fare scheme has now been introduced, but is not currently being enforced at Yate, as there is no ticket machine and the station is not manned full-time.  However, passengers will soon be penalised £20 if they travel without paying;

· there are no plans to install a ticket machine at Yate station, however, there is now someone checking tickets at Filton Abbeywood during the afternoons.

(c)
Bike Stands

The following information was reported:-

· South Gloucestershire Council has advised that there are no funds available to upgrade or increase the bike stands at Yate;

· there is graffiti on the bike lockers and they are dented and looking unsightly;

· Councillor Claire Young raised the provision of additional bike stands with South Gloucestershire Council Cabinet, but no feedback has been received to date;

· crime at Yate station is on the increase.  Two bikes were stolen recently, which were cut away from the hoops using bolt cutters.  Also, a sum of money was stolen from the ticket hut on 31 May 2010.  Measures are being taken by First Great Western to improve the security of the ticket hut and British Transport Police are aware of the recent crimes;

· passengers are being advised to leave their bikes by the trees near to the bike lockers;

RESOLVED:-

· Councillor Claire Young to continue to pursue the provision of extra bike stands at Yate station with South Gloucestershire Council;

· Correspondence be sent to Councillor Brian Allinson (Executive Member for Planning & Transportation), Peter Jackson (Director of Planning & Transportation and Mark Parry (Senior Engineer for Planning & Transportation) at South Gloucestershire Council, advising of the following:-

· the spate of bike thefts at Yate station and urgently requesting that the provision of sufficient bike stands and lockers be reviewed;

· the lockers need maintaining as they have graffiti on them, are beginning to rust on the inside and are generally looking unsightly;

· ask whether there is any Cycling City funding available to improve the lockers.

(d)
Yate Station Car Park Usage

Although official figures are not available, it is thought that car park usage is down compared to the same time last year.

6.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS

The following information was reported:-

· the land identified for environmental improvements is contained within the station lease to First Great Western;

· it is planned to make the area more attractive by clearing overgrown foliage, laying weed control matting and gravel, and installing flower beds;

· it is hoped that some materials will be donated by local companies, but a grant application has also been submitted to South Gloucestershire Council;

· work to clear the ground will be undertaken by the Probation Service under the community pay back scheme;

· a local voluntary scheme for 18-25 years olds has also offered to advertise for volunteers to help with the improvements;

· it is hoped that local schools and/or youth groups will get involved with the scheme, as experience at other stations shows that their involvement helps to reduce crime (Tyndale Primary and Brimsham Green Secondary schools have already indicated a willingness to get involved);

· once the work is complete, volunteers will be required to maintain the site and water the plants;

· a sufficient water supply would be needed.

It was commented that the scheme would contribute towards the Yate in Bloom project, the second meeting of which is currently being arranged.

The Severnside Community Rail Partnership were thanked for the tremendous work they are doing at stations in the local area.

RESOLVED  Linda Swainger and Nigel James from First Great Western to investigate whether there is a water supply at Yate station.

7.
STATION ADOPTION

The Chair advised that a member of the public had approached the Town Council about a station adoption scheme.  Keith Walton commented that the scheme is quite common in some areas, but the future of the scheme is uncertain and is due to be discussed at a forthcoming meeting with First Great Western.  It is hoped that First Great Western’s position on the scheme will be known by the date of the next Friends of Yate Station meeting.

Members of Yate Town Council expressed their concern at the use of public money to maintain and upgrade Yate station which is privately owned.

8.
PUBLIC TRANSPORT CONSORTIUM

A report from Councillor Pat Hockey on the Public Transport Consortium meeting held on 26 March 2010 was received and NOTED.

9.
CORRESPONDENCE FROM RAIL USERS

(a)
Car Parking Charges

Correspondence was received from a Yate station user complaining that they had inserted two £1 coins into the car parking ticket machine for a £1.10 fare, but that the machine did not give change, thereby paying an extra 90p.

Linda Swainger advised that the car parking ticket machine at Yate station is a standard coin operated machine for a station of that size.  The machines do not give change so they do not have to have a cash box which helps to deter vandalism and break-ins.  The machines do provide an option to pay for car parking using a mobile phone rather than cash.

It was NOTED that car parking charges are set by APCOA in conjunction with First Great Western and are currently being reviewed.

It was acknowledged by First Great Western that signage on the ticket machine could be improved to make people aware that the machines do not give change.

RESOLVED  Correspondence be sent to Mark Hopwood, Managing Director of First Great Western and Steve Webb MP, reiterating the Friends of Yate Station’s concerns about the car parking charges at Yate station.

(b)
Overcrowding due to a Shortage of Carriages

Correspondence was received from a Yate station user complaining about overcrowding on a particular service due to a shortage of carriages, but that there was no explanation or announcement given at the station or on the train.

It was commented that the new information points being installed in September should improve communication.

10.
BUS SERVICES

It was reported that a new ‘Eighties’ bus service has been introduced to transport staff to the new South Gloucestershire Council offices on Badminton Road.  Disappointment was expressed that the 85 service did not pick up passengers in Pucklechurch, despite often travelling through the village empty.  It was suggested that South Gloucestershire Council representatives raise the matter at the Public Transport Forum to be held on 21 June 2010.

On behalf of a local resident, the chair raised the possibility of having fixed fares for bus services in the future, as the cost of travel into Bristol is very expensive.

11.
FRIENDS OF YATE STATION NEWSLETTER

RESOLVED  Articles for the next Friends of Yate Station newsletter to be submitted to Abdul Choudhury by 2 July 2010.

11.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 6 September 2010, 7.30pm at Poole Court, Yate.

Thanks were extended to all those present at the meeting for attending.
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